It is important to note that every foreign policy is the reflection of the personal idiosyncrasies and aspirations of the leadership of the country. Nigeria's foreign policy during the first Republic was conservative and pro-British.
The conservative posture of Nigeria's foreign policy in the Balewa years was evident in his words "We are grateful to the British officers whom we have known first as masters, and then as leaders, and finally as partners, but always as friends (Ajaebili and Oyewole, 2011; 277) .
Issues in nigerian foreign policy in the fourth republic
Since the beginning of the present democratic dispensation also known as the fourth Republic there has been call for changes in the objectives and principles of Nigeria foreign policy as it was postulated by Alhaji (Dr) Sule Lamido, Foreign Minister Of The Federal Republic Of Nigeria, 1999 Nigeria, -2003  At the very onset therefore, one of the key priorities of the administration was to repair the damage that military rule had done to Nigeria's relations with other states and with international platforms such as the Commonwealth, the African Union, et cetera. We needed to restore the image of the country as one where human rights were respected, rule of law is the basis of governance and administration was geared towards the improvement of the living conditions of the ordinary citizen. In short, we needed to, while creating a positive image for the country internationally, be able to leverage this new positive image towards rebuilding the confidence of the people in governance through delivering practical benefits to them.
Some of the issues that have dominated
Nigerian foreign policy since 1999 are;
• Citizen diplomacy
• Economic diplomacy/ interest
• Nigeria role as regional hegemony/ Peacebuilding and Peace-keeping in Africa • The call for UN reform.
Citizen Diplomacy
Although diplomacy has been variously defined, however, no definition can be regarded as commanding general acceptability. A charming characterization, though attacked to be vague and inadequate, is given by Ernest Satow (1966:1) , who defines diplomacy as "the application of intelligence and tact to the conduct of official relations between the governments of independent states". This definition was criticized for obvious reasons -not all diplomats are either intelligent or tactful, yet they all take part in diplomacy (Ogunsanwo, 2007:1) .
Geoffrey McDermott (1973:37) sees diplomacy as "a science which permits its practitioners to say nothing and shelter behind mysterious nods of the head…, a science who's most successful exponent is he who can swim with his head above streams of events he pretends to conduct". (Plischke, 1977:41) .
Though the concept 'citizen diplomacy' appears self-explanatory, it is not exactly so, more so, in the context of diplomacy as a political concept depicting the involvement of average citizens engaging representatives of another country or cause either inadvertently or by design (Agbu, 2007:9) . Ozoemenam Mbachu (2007:9) sees Citizen Diplomacy as an organized action that government takes to achieve the objectives that have been set by policy makers. And that the concept, as currently being employed denotes re-orientation of Nigeria's foreign policy pursuit towards beneficial economic and political engagement so as to meet up with the United Nation's Millennium Development Goals for Africa. According to him, this arose from the realization that the progress, prosperity and survival of the nation must be the concern of every Nigerian at home and in the Diaspora.
According to Okocha and Nzeshi (2007: 3), citizen diplomacy is geared towards "protecting" the image and integrity of Nigeria and retaliates against countries who are hostile and who brand Nigeria as corrupt (Okocha and Nzeshi, 2007) .
Giving reasons for the adoption of the policy, the progenitor (Cited in Adejumo, 2007) He opined that Nigeria carried enormous burden to be the symbol of the success of the black nation and there could never be a black story, "unless it is a Nigerian success story". Explained differently, citizen Diplomacy "is to ensure that our foreign policy becomes the most powerful way to express who we are…" And that we are not changing the fundamentals of our foreign policy but we are changing the branding.
Bola Akinterinwa (2007: 23) explains further that as conceptualized, individual Nigerians are to be the main focus of any foreign policy endeavor, they are to be made important stakeholders and first beneficiaries of Nigeria foreign policy efforts in any of Nigeria's foreign policy concentric circles. More important, they are to be specially empowered to respond to the changing challenges of globalization wherever they may be found.
He pointed out challenges before Nigerian government in 'practicalising' this new foreign approach to include, prevention of Nigerians seeking visas in accredited diplomatic missions from indecent treatment; how to ensure that Nigerian is respected at home and abroad; and most importantly, how to make Nigerian business entrepreneurs take advantage of Nigeria's regional and sub-regional peace-making and peace-building efforts. Ogunsanwo (2007: 3) argues that, citizen diplomacy could mean that, from now on the Nigerian citizen abroad is the centre of Nigeria's national interest and therefore the country's entire diplomatic machinery should be geared towards protecting his or her interesteconomic welfare etc. He further pointed out that, any diplomacy that does not take this into consideration will not be appropriate for our diplomatic missions abroad.
As succinctly pointed out by Osita Eze (Mahmood, 2009) .
Another area of assessing citizen diplomacy is to proffer answers to pertinent questions raised by Adejumo (2007) . He asked, "How helpful have been Nigeria foreign missions all over the world towards Nigerians living abroad, for instance"? Infact, coming to think of it, in generality, how helpful have Nigeria governments been to even Nigerians living in Nigeria, not to talk of the ones abroad? In his thought-provoking answers, he said: There are too many instances of neglect to be mentioned, but it is all the same sad stories.
Nigerian diplomats have never taken care of either our image or the Nigerians living abroad.
Economic Diplomacy/Interest
It is almost a truism that only a sound economic base can guarantee a credible foreign policy for the country. There is also a positive correlation between a strong economic base, political stability and National Security (Nurudeen, 2010:556) . At this point, it is imperative to make The thrust of this policy was to make Nigeria's foreign policy serve the purpose of economic development at home given that the regime inherited a prostrate economy from its predecessors (Fawole, 2003: 39) 
Nigeria and the UN Reform
The UN occupies a dominant place in the conduct of Nigeria's diplomacy. The motive being that, the first and foremost organization which (Uhomoibhi,2012:202b) . The aforementioned figures has two implications for Nigeria, the first is that the foreign policy objectives will not be achieved satisfactorily as a result of paucity of funds and secondly, South Africa, Nigerian long time rival in the quest to dominate Africa will have her tentacles spread more than Nigeria.
Recommendation and conclusion
The recommendations that are going to be made in this study will be in line with what the study has been able to deduce as the major challenges facing Nigerian foreign policy. They 
AU, ECOWAS,OPEC, COMMONWEALTH
e.t.c are taking along in any decision that will be taken, not only that, the ordinary man on the street has to be considered too and be allowed to air his views about the policy through public opinion.
It is also high time Nigeria stopped budgeting meagre amount of money for the ministry of foreign affairs and Nigerian embassies abroad because the international system is an arena of power politics which is characterised by the survival of the fittest, for Nigeria to survive she has to allocate more money to our foreign affairs personnel and institutions so that the country's foreign objectives could be achieved as soon as possible.
Our afrocentric policy must be based on cogent and coherent strategic objectives. Africa is the second largest continent in the world and the one with the highest diversity of states but Nigeria has not been utilizing its manifest destiny to lead the continent effectively and to use such leadership to achieve her national interests and continental aspirations.
